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KEY=1 - YOUNG RYAN
Democracy Beyond Elections Government Accountability in the Media Age Springer Nature This book provides the
analytical framework for understanding the relationship between media scandals, executive accountability and the
crisis of democracy. The empirical ﬁndings are based on an original database of 6000 media allegations and
investigations in Russia, Germany and Bulgaria. Observations gained from the case studies are then placed in relation
to a systematic analysis and critique of more than 100 models of the transformation and crisis of democracy. The book
will be of particular interest to researchers focusing on democratic theory and political thought, as well as those
working empirically in the ﬁeld of democratic systems. Contesting Democracy Political Ideas in Twentieth-Century
Europe Yale University Press DIVThis book is the ﬁrst major account of political thought in twentieth-century Europe,
both West and East, to appear since the end of the Cold War. Skillfully blending intellectual, political, and cultural
history, Jan-Werner Müller elucidates the ideas that shaped the period of ideological extremes before 1945 and the
liberalization of West European politics after the Second World War. He also oﬀers vivid portraits of famous as well as
unjustly forgotten political thinkers and the movements and institutions they inspired. Müller pays particular attention
to ideas advanced to justify fascism and how they relate to the special kind of liberal democracy that was created in
postwar Western Europe. He also explains the impact of the 1960s and neoliberalism, ending with a critical assessment
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of today's self-consciously post-ideological age./div The People Vs. Democracy Why Our Freedom Is in Danger and How
to Save It Harvard University Press Uiteenzetting over de opkomst van het populisme en het gevaar daarvan voor de
democratie. Twilight of Democracy The Failure of Politics and the Parting of Friends Penguin UK A FINANCIAL TIMES,
ECONOMIST AND NEW STATESMAN BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 'The most important non-ﬁction book of the year' David
Hare In the years just before and after the fall of the Berlin Wall, people from across the political spectrum in Europe
and America celebrated a great achievement, felt a common purpose and, very often, forged personal friendships. Yet
over the following decades the euphoria evaporated, the common purpose and centre ground gradually disappeared,
extremism rose once more and eventually - as this book compellingly relates - the relationships soured too. Anne
Applebaum traces this history in an unfamiliar way, looking at the trajectories of individuals caught up in the public
events of the last three decades. When politics becomes polarized, which side do you back? If you are a journalist, an
intellectual, a civic leader, how do you deal with the re-emergence of authoritarian or nationalist ideas in your country?
When your leaders appropriate history, or pedal conspiracies, or eviscerate the media and the judiciary, do you go
along with it? Twilight of Democracy is an essay that combines the personal and the political in an original way and
brings a fresh understanding to the dynamics of public life in Europe and America, both now and in the recent past.
Freedom in the World 2018 The Annual Survey of Political Rights and Civil Liberties Rowman & Littleﬁeld Freedom in
the World is the standard-setting comparative assessment of global political rights and civil liberties. The methodology
of this survey is derived in large measure from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and these standards are
applied to all countries and territories. The Last Vote The Threats to Western Democracy Penguin UK The Last Vote is a
wake-up call showing why we cannot aﬀord to take democracy for granted, from Philip Coggan, award-winning author
of Paper Promises and The Money Machine Can we aﬀord to take democracy for granted? It's now so much a part of our
lives that we could be forgiven for thinking it mainly takes care of itself. Almost half the world's population now lives in
a democratic state, while some Western democracies have now had universal suﬀrage for almost a century and have
endured through even the most severe of global upheavals. In The Last Vote, Philip Coggan shows how democracy
today faces threats that we ignore at our own risk. Amid the turmoil of the ﬁnancial crisis, high debt levels, and an
ever-growing gap between the richest and the rest, it is easy to forget that the ultimate victim could be our democracy
itself. Tracing democracy's history and development, from the classical world through the revolution of the
Enlightenment and on to its astounding success in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Coggan revisits the
assumptions on which it is founded. What exactly is democracy? Why should we value it? What are its ﬂaws? And could
we do any better? The Last Vote is a wake-up call, and an illuminating defence of a system, which, in Churchill's words,
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is the worst possible form of government, except for all the others that have been tried. Reasoned, lucid and balanced,
Coggan's argument parrots neither the agenda of left nor right, but calls for us all to work together to ensure we don't
end up in an even greater mess than we're in today. Finally, he proposes ideas for change and improvement to the
system itself so the next vote we cast will not be the last. Praise for Paper Promises: 'This book stands way above
anything written on the present economic crisis' Nassim Taleb, author of The Black Swan 'Bold and conﬁdent... This
book should be taken very seriously' John Authers, Financial Times 'The most illuminating account of the ﬁnancial crisis
to appear to date ... written with a lucidity that conveys deep insights without a trace of jargon' John Gray, New
Statesman Philip Coggan was a Financial Times journalist for over twenty years, and is now the Buttonwood columnist
for the Economist. In 2009 he was named Senior Financial Journalist in the Harold Wincott awards and was voted Best
Communicator at the Business Journalist of the Year Awards. He is the author of The Money Machine, and Paper
Promises, winner of the Spears Business Book of the Year Award and longlisted for the Financial Times Goldman Sachs
Business Book of the Year Award. Diploma Democracy The Rise of Political Meritocracy Oxford University Press Most
democracies in Western Europe are diploma democracies - ruled by those with the highest formal qualiﬁcations.
Citizens with low or medium educational qualiﬁcations currently make up about 70 percent of the electorates, yet they
have become virtually absent from almost all political arenas. University graduates have come to dominate all political
institutions and venues, from political parties, parliaments and cabinets, to organised interests, deliberativesettings,
and Internet consultations. Education background is not neutral. Like class, or religion, it is an important source of
social and political divides. Those who are well educated tend to becosmopolitans, whereas the lesser educated
citizens are more likely to be nationalists, as can be observed in the Brexit referendum and the rise of nationalist
parties across western Europe. This book documents this rise of a political meritocracy and its consequences for
democracy and the political landscape. It taps into the raging debate on increasing political inequalities and cultural
divides in Western politics. It shows how diﬀerent political and socialdevelopments have increased educational
inequalities in politics, drawing on a vast amount of empirical evidence. Democracy and Truth A Short History
University of Pennsylvania Press "Fake news," wild conspiracy theories, misleading claims, doctored photos, lies
peddled as facts, facts dismissed as lies—citizens of democracies increasingly inhabit a public sphere teeming with
competing claims and counterclaims, with no institution or person possessing the authority to settle basic disputes in
a deﬁnitive way. The problem may be novel in some of its details—including the role of today's political leaders, along
with broadcast and digital media, in intensifying the epistemic anarchy—but the challenge of determining truth in a
democratic world has a backstory. In this lively and illuminating book, historian Sophia Rosenfeld explores a
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longstanding and largely unspoken tension at the heart of democracy between the supposed wisdom of the crowd and
the need for information to be vetted and evaluated by a learned elite made up of trusted experts. What we are
witnessing now is the unraveling of the détente between these competing aspects of democratic culture. In four
bracing chapters, Rosenfeld substantiates her claim by tracing the history of the vexed relationship between
democracy and truth. She begins with an examination of the period prior to the eighteenth-century Age of Revolutions,
where she uncovers the political and epistemological foundations of our democratic world. Subsequent chapters move
from the Enlightenment to the rise of both populist and technocratic notions of democracy between the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries to the troubling trends—including the collapse of social trust—that have led to the rise of our
"post-truth" public life. Rosenfeld concludes by oﬀering suggestions for how to defend the idea of truth against the
forces that would undermine it. The China Model Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy Princeton University
Press Westerners tend to divide the political world into "good" democracies and “bad” authoritarian regimes. But the
Chinese political model does not ﬁt neatly in either category. Over the past three decades, China has evolved a
political system that can best be described as “political meritocracy.” The China Model seeks to understand the ideals
and the reality of this unique political system. How do the ideals of political meritocracy set the standard for
evaluating political progress (and regress) in China? How can China avoid the disadvantages of political meritocracy?
And how can political meritocracy best be combined with democracy? Daniel Bell answers these questions and more.
Opening with a critique of “one person, one vote” as a way of choosing top leaders, Bell argues that Chinese-style
political meritocracy can help to remedy the key ﬂaws of electoral democracy. He discusses the advantages and pitfalls
of political meritocracy, distinguishes between diﬀerent ways of combining meritocracy and democracy, and argues
that China has evolved a model of democratic meritocracy that is morally desirable and politically stable. Bell
summarizes and evaluates the “China model”—meritocracy at the top, experimentation in the middle, and democracy
at the bottom—and its implications for the rest of the world. A timely and original book that will stir up interest and
debate, The China Model looks at a political system that not only has had a long history in China, but could prove to be
the most important political development of the twenty-ﬁrst century. Ruling The Void The Hollowing Of Western
Democracy Verso Books In the long-established democracies of Western Europe, electoral turnouts are in decline,
membership is shrinking in the major parties, and those who remain loyal partisans are sapped of enthusiasm. Peter
Mair’s new book weighs the impact of these changes, which together show that, after a century of democratic
aspiration, electorates are deserting the political arena. Mair examines the alarming parallel development that has
seen Europe’s political elites remodel themselves as a homogeneous professional class, withdrawing into state
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institutions that oﬀer relative stability in a world of ﬁckle voters. Meanwhile, non-democratic agencies and practices
proliferate and gain credibility—not least among them the European Union itself, an organization contributing to the
depoliticization of the member states and one whose notorious ‘democratic deﬁcit’ reﬂects the deliberate intentions of
its founders. Ruling the Void oﬀers an authoritative and chilling assessment of the prospects for popular political
representation today, not only in the varied democracies of Europe but throughout the developed world. Citizen
Politics in Western Democracies Public Opinion and Political Parties in the United States, Great Britain, West Germany,
and France The Retreat of Western Liberalism Hachette UK 'A panorama of the unravelling world order as riveting as
any beach read' New Yorker 'Read this book: in the three hours it takes you will get a new, bracing and brilliant
understanding of the dangers we in the democratic West now face. Luce is one of the smartest journalists working
today, and his perceptions are priceless' Jane Mayer, staﬀ writer on the New Yorker 'No one was more prescient about
the economic malaise and popular resentment that has hit the United States than Ed Luce in his previous book, Time to
Start Thinking. His new book, Retreat of Western Liberalism, broadens that picture to cover the Western world. It is a
must read for anyone trying to make sense of the waves of populism and nationalism we face today' Liaquat Ahamed In
his widely acclaimed book Time to Start Thinking, Financial Times columnist and commentator Edward Luce charted
the course of American economic and geopolitical decline, proving to be a prescient voice on our current social and
political turmoil. In The Retreat of Western Liberalism, Luce makes a larger statement about the weakening of western
hegemony and the crisis of democratic liberalism - of which Donald Trump and his European counterparts are not the
cause, but a symptom. Luce argues that we are on a menacing trajectory brought about by ignorance of what it took to
build the West, arrogance towards society's losers, and complacency about our system's durability - attitudes that
have been emerging since the fall of the Berlin Wall, treated by the West as an absolute triumph over the East. We
cannot move forward without a clear diagnosis of what has gone wrong. Luce contrasts Western democratic and
economic ideals, which rest on an assumption of linear progress, with more cyclical views of economic strength symbolized by the nineteenth-century fall and present-day rise of the Chinese and Indian economies - and with the
dawn of a new multipolar age. Combining on-the-ground reporting with intelligent synthesis of the vast literature
already available, Luce oﬀers a detailed projection of the consequences of the Trump administration and a forwardthinking analysis of what those who believe in enlightenment values must do to defend them from the multiple
onslaughts they face in the coming years. Against Democracy New Preface Princeton University Press Hobbits and
hooligans -- Ignorant, irrational, misinformed nationalists -- Political participation corrupts -- Politics doesn't empower
you or me -- Politics is not a poem -- The right to competent government -- Is democracy competent? -- The rule of the
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knowers -- Civic enemies Democracy and the Media A Comparative Perspective Cambridge University Press This book
presents a systematic overview and assessment of the impacts of politics on the media, and of the media on politics, in
authoritarian, transitional and democratic regimes in Russia, Spain, Hungary, Chile, Italy, Great Britain, Germany,
Japan, the Netherlands, and the United States. Its analysis of the interactions between macro- and micro-level factors
incorporates the disciplinary perspectives of political science, mass communications, sociology and social psychology.
These essays show that media's eﬀects on politics are the product of often complex and contingent interactions among
various causal factors, including media technologies, the structure of the media market, the legal and regulatory
framework, the nature of basic political institutions, and the characteristics of individual citizens. The authors'
conclusions challenge a number of conventional wisdoms concerning the political roles and eﬀects of the mass media
on regime support and change, on the political behavior of citizens, and on the quality of democracy. The Weirdest
People in the World How the West Became Psychologically Peculiar and Particularly Prosperous Penguin UK 'A
landmark in social thought. Henrich may go down as the most inﬂuential social scientist of the ﬁrst half of the twentyﬁrst century' MATTHEW SYED Do you identify yourself by your profession or achievements, rather than your family
network? Do you cultivate your unique attributes and goals? If so, perhaps you are WEIRD: raised in a society that is
Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich and Democratic. Unlike most who have ever lived, WEIRD people are highly
individualistic, nonconformist, analytical and control-oriented. How did WEIRD populations become so psychologically
peculiar? What part did these diﬀerences play in our history, and what do they mean for our collective identity? Joseph
Henrich, who developed the game-changing concept of WEIRD, uses leading-edge research in anthropology,
psychology, economics and evolutionary biology to explore how changing family structures, marriage practices and
religious beliefs in the Middle Ages shaped the Western mind, laying the foundations for the world we know today.
Brilliant, provocative, engaging and surprising, this landmark study will revolutionize your understanding of who - and
how - we are now. 'Phenomenal ... The only theory I am aware of that attempts to explain broad patterns of human
psychology on a global scale' Washington Post 'You will never look again in the same way at your own seemingly
universal values' Uta Frith, Professor of Cognitive Development, University College London Empire of Democracy The
Remaking of the West since the Cold War, 1971-2017 Hachette UK 'A dense narrative and a wealth of examples'
Literary Review 'Reid-Henry narrates this story with elegance and gusto' Washington Post '[Reid-Henry] conveys an
important message: Individual political action must become accountable to society's interests' Kirkus 'Reid-Henry's
scholarship is impressive, gathering a wide range of historical anecdotes and referencing a diverse set of thinkers'
Publishers Weekly The ﬁrst panoramic history of the Western world from the 1970s to the present day: Empire of
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Democracy is the story for those asking how we got to where we are. In this epic narrative of the events that have
shaped our own times, Simon Reid-Henry shows how liberal democracy, and Western history with it, was profoundly reimagined when the postwar Golden Age ended. As the institutions of liberal rule were reinvented, a new generation of
politicians emerged: Thatcher, Reagan, Mitterrand, Kohl. The late twentieth-century heyday they oversaw carried the
Western democracies triumphantly to victory in the C old War and into the economic boom of the 1990s. But equally it
led them into the ﬁasco of Iraq, to the high drama of the ﬁnancial crisis in 2007/8, and ultimately to the anti-liberal
surge of our own times. The present crisis of liberalism enjoins us to revisit these as yet unscripted decades. The era
we have all been living through is closing out, democracy is turning on its axis once again. As this panoramic history
poignantly reminds us, the choices we make going forward require us ﬁrst to come to terms with where we have been.
Me the People How Populism Transforms Democracy Harvard University Press Populism suddenly is everywhere, and
everywhere misunderstood. Nadia Urbinati argues that populism should be regarded as government based on an
unmediated relationship between the leader and those deﬁned as the “good” or “right” people. Mingling history,
theory, and current aﬀairs, Urbinati illuminates populism’s tense relation to democracy. Democratic Capitalism at the
Crossroads Technological Change and the Future of Politics Princeton University Press An incisive history of the
changing relationship between democracy and capitalism The twentieth century witnessed the triumph of democratic
capitalism in the industrialized West, with widespread popular support for both free markets and representative
elections. Today, that political consensus appears to be breaking down, disrupted by polarization and income
inequality, widespread dissatisfaction with democratic institutions, and insurgent populism. Tracing the history of
democratic capitalism over the past two centuries, Carles Boix explains how we got here—and where we could be
headed. Boix looks at three deﬁning stages of capitalism, each originating in a distinct time and place with its unique
political challenges, structure of production and employment, and relationship with democracy. He begins in
nineteenth-century Manchester, where factory owners employed unskilled laborers at low wages, generating rampant
inequality and a restrictive electoral franchise. He then moves to Detroit in the early 1900s, where the invention of the
modern assembly line shifted labor demand to skilled blue-collar workers. Boix shows how growing wages, declining
inequality, and an expanding middle class enabled democratic capitalism to ﬂourish. Today, however, the information
revolution that began in Silicon Valley in the 1970s is beneﬁtting the highly educated at the expense of the traditional
working class, jobs are going oﬀshore, and inequality has risen sharply, making many wonder whether democracy and
capitalism are still compatible. Essential reading for these uncertain times, Democratic Capitalism at the Crossroads
proposes sensible policy solutions that can help harness the unruly forces of capitalism to preserve democracy and
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meet the challenges that lie ahead. End of History and the Last Man Simon and Schuster Ever since its ﬁrst publication
in 1992, The End of History and the Last Man has provoked controversy and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient
analysis of religious fundamentalism, politics, scientiﬁc progress, ethical codes, and war is as essential for a world
ﬁghting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now updated with a new afterword, The End of
History and the Last Man is a modern classic. The Third Wave Democratization in the Late 20th Century University of
Oklahoma Press Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and
Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global democratic revolution is
probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In The Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington
analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic transitions, evaluates the prospects for stability of the new
democracies, and explores the possibility of more countries becoming democratic. The recent transitions, he argues,
are the third major wave of democratization in the modem world. Each of the two previous waves was followed by a
reverse wave in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian government. Using concrete examples, empirical
evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington provides neither a theory nor a history of the third wave, but an
explanation of why and how it occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic trend include the legitimacy dilemmas
of authoritarian regimes; economic and social development; the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the
United States, the European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the "snowballing" phenomenon: change in one
country stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime played roles
in shaping the various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and elections and
nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal with the "torturer problem" and the "praetorian
problem" and attempt to develop democratic values and processes. Disillusionment with democracy, Huntington
argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He concludes the book with an analysis of the political, economic,
and cultural factors that will decide whether or not the third wave continues. Several "Guidelines for Democratizers"
oﬀer speciﬁc, practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical
application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the democratization process. At this volatile time in
history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of democratization is indispensable to understanding the future of
democracy in the world. Western Democratic Review Reading Against Democracy The Broken Promises of Reading
Instruction Heinemann Educational Books Patrick Shannon's Broken Promises was hailed by Language Arts as one of
nine seminal references on literacy and inequality in education. But so much has changed, and worsened, since its
publication that instead of revising his classic Shannon has written an almost entirely new book. The result, Reading
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Against Democracy, is Shannon's fully documented, up to date, look at how businesses and political interests broke the
promise that American education would teach students how to think, read, and write as citizens. Democracy What the
West Can Learn from China CreateSpace This book provides an in-depth evidence-based analysis on the issue of
democracy and good governance, using hundreds of actual examples comparing the Chinese and Western political
systems based on theories, structure, processes and performance. The current Chinese political system is designed for
wide-based consultation with socialism as their core value whilst avoiding the ﬂaws inherent in the design, process
and structure of the Western political model. Despite the democratic nature of Chinese politics that persistently
attracts a very high level of citizen satisfaction in each and every public opinion survey when compared to any Western
democracy, the Western media has successfully brainwashed the world into believing that the Communist Government
in China is an autocratic regime. In reality, Western democracies are in serious trouble, facing an unprecedented level
of debt, unemployment, political corruption in the form of political donations, advertising and lobbying, and social
dissatisfaction. It is the Western political system that requires urgent reform, or risks a revolution from the 99% -- its
people -- in the foreseeable future. Therefore, it is time to have a look at the merits of the Chinese model. Air
University Review Responsible Parties Saving Democracy from Itself Yale University Press How popular democracy has
paradoxically eroded trust in political systems worldwide, and how to restore conﬁdence in democratic politics In
recent decades, democracies across the world have adopted measures to increase popular involvement in political
decisions. Parties have turned to primaries and local caucuses to select candidates; ballot initiatives and referenda
allow citizens to enact laws directly; many places now use proportional representation, encouraging smaller, more
speciﬁc parties rather than two dominant ones.Yet voters keep getting angrier.There is a steady erosion of trust in
politicians, parties, and democratic institutions, culminating most recently in major populist victories in the United
States, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere. Frances Rosenbluth and Ian Shapiro argue that devolving power to the
grass roots is part of the problem. Eﬀorts to decentralize political decision-making have made governments and
especially political parties less eﬀective and less able to address constituents’ long-term interests. They argue that to
restore conﬁdence in governance, we must restructure our political systems to restore power to the core institution of
representative democracy: the political party. How Democracy Ends Proﬁle Books 'Scintillating ... thought-provoking ...
one of the very best of the great crop of recent books on the subject.' Andrew Rawnsley, Observer Democracy has died
hundreds of times, all over the world. We think we know what that looks like: chaos descends and the military arrives
to restore order, until the people can be trusted to look after their own aﬀairs again. However, there is a danger that
this picture is out of date. Until very recently, most citizens of Western democracies would have imagined that the end
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was a long way oﬀ, and very few would have thought it might be happening before their eyes as Trump, Brexit and
paranoid populism have become a reality. David Runciman, one of the UK's leading professors of politics, answers all
this and more as he surveys the political landscape of the West, helping us to spot the new signs of a collapsing
democracy and advising us on what could come next. Prevent strategy The Stationery Oﬃce The Prevent strategy,
launched in 2007 seeks to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism both in the UK and overseas. It is
the preventative strand of the government's counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST. Over the past few years Prevent
has not been fully eﬀective and it needs to change. This review evaluates work to date and sets out how Prevent will
be implemented in the future. Speciﬁcally Prevent will aim to: respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and
the threat we face from those who promote it; prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and ensure that they
are given appropriate advice and support; and work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of
radicalization which need to be addressed The Age of Surveillance Capitalism The Fight for a Human Future at the New
Frontier of Power Proﬁle Books THE TOP 10 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER Shortlisted for the FT Business Book of the
Year Award 2019 'Easily the most important book to be published this century. I ﬁnd it hard to take any young activist
seriously who hasn't at least familarised themselves with Zuboﬀ's central ideas.' - Zadie Smith, The Guardian The
challenges to humanity posed by the digital future, the ﬁrst detailed examination of the unprecedented form of power
called "surveillance capitalism," and the quest by powerful corporations to predict and control us. The heady optimism
of the Internet's early days is gone. Technologies that were meant to liberate us have deepened inequality and stoked
divisions. Tech companies gather our information online and sell it to the highest bidder, whether government or
retailer. Proﬁts now depend not only on predicting our behaviour but modifying it too. How will this fusion of
capitalism and the digital shape our values and deﬁne our future? Shoshana Zuboﬀ shows that we are at a crossroads.
We still have the power to decide what kind of world we want to live in, and what we decide now will shape the rest of
the century. Our choices: allow technology to enrich the few and impoverish the many, or harness it and distribute its
beneﬁts. The Age of Surveillance Capitalism is a deeply-reasoned examination of the threat of unprecedented power
free from democratic oversight. As it explores this new capitalism's impact on society, politics, business, and
technology, it exposes the struggles that will decide both the next chapter of capitalism and the meaning of
information civilization. Most critically, it shows how we can protect ourselves and our communities and ensure we are
the masters of the digital rather than its slaves. The Light that Failed A Reckoning Penguin UK A landmark book that
completely transforms our understanding of the crisis of liberalism, from two pre-eminent intellectuals Why did the
West, after winning the Cold War, lose its political balance? In the early 1990s, hopes for the eastward spread of liberal
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democracy were high. And yet the transformation of Eastern European countries gave rise to a bitter repudiation of
liberalism itself, not only there but also back in the heartland of the West. In this brilliant work of political psychology,
Ivan Krastev and Stephen Holmes argue that the supposed end of history turned out to be only the beginning of an
Age of Imitation. Reckoning with the history of the last thirty years, they show that the most powerful force behind the
wave of populist xenophobia that began in Eastern Europe stems from resentment at the post-1989 imperative to
become Westernized. Through this prism, the Trump revolution represents an ironic fulﬁllment of the promise that the
nations exiting from communist rule would come to resemble the United States. In a strange twist, Trump has elevated
Putin's Russia and Orbán's Hungary into models for the United States. Written by two pre-eminent intellectuals
bridging the East/West divide, The Light that Failed is a landmark book that sheds light on the extraordinary history of
our Age of Imitation. Shutdown How Covid Shook the World's Economy Penguin UK FINALIST FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE
FOR POLITICAL WRITING 2022 THE TIMES BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2021 'A complex story, which Tooze tells with clarity and
verve... The world is unlikely to be treated to a better account of the economics of the pandemic' The Times 'A
seriously impressive book, both endlessly quotable and rigorously analytical' Oliver Bullough, The Guardian From the
author of Crashed comes a gripping short history of how Covid-19 ravaged the global economy, and where it leaves us
now When the news ﬁrst began to trickle out of China about a new virus in December 2019, risk-averse ﬁnancial
markets were alert to its potential for disruption. Yet they could never have predicted the total economic collapse that
would follow in COVID-19's wake, as stock markets fell faster and harder than at any time since 1929, currencies
across the world plunged, investors panicked, and even gold was sold. In a matter of weeks, the world's economy was
brought to an abrupt halt by governments trying to contain a spiralling public health catastrophe. Flights were
grounded; supply chains broken; industries from tourism to oil to hospitality collapsed overnight, leaving hundreds of
millions of people unemployed. Central banks responded with unprecedented interventions, just to keep their
economies on life-support. For the ﬁrst time since the second world war, the entire global economic system
contracted. This book tells the story of that shutdown. We do not yet know how this story ends, or what new world we
will ﬁnd on the other side. In this fast-paced, compelling and at times shocking analysis, Adam Tooze surveys the
wreckage, and looks at where we might be headed next. Reading as Democracy in Crisis Interpretation, Theory, History
Rowman & Littleﬁeld Reading as Democracy in Crisis: Interpretation, Theory, History explores the dialectic between
historical conditions and the reading strategies that arise from them. It explores the relationship between democracies
that are perpetually in crisis and the seemingly unlimited freedom of our reading practices. The Blame Game Spin,
Bureaucracy, and Self-Preservation in Government Princeton University Press The blame game, with its ﬁnger-pointing
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and mutual buck-passing, is a familiar feature of politics and organizational life, and blame avoidance pervades
government and public organizations at every level. Political and bureaucratic blame games and blame avoidance are
more often condemned than analyzed. In The Blame Game, Christopher Hood takes a diﬀerent approach by showing
how blame avoidance shapes the workings of government and public services. Arguing that the blaming phenomenon
is not all bad, Hood demonstrates that it can actually help to pin down responsibility, and he examines diﬀerent kinds
of blame avoidance, both positive and negative. Hood traces how the main forms of blame avoidance manifest
themselves in presentational and "spin" activity, the architecture of organizations, and the shaping of standard
operating routines. He analyzes the scope and limits of blame avoidance, and he considers how it plays out in old and
new areas, such as those oﬀered by the digital age of websites and e-mail. Hood assesses the eﬀects of this behavior,
from high-level problems of democratic accountability trails going cold to the frustrations of dealing with organizations
whose procedures seem to ensure that no one is responsible for anything. Delving into the inner workings of complex
institutions, The Blame Game proves how a better understanding of blame avoidance can improve the quality of
modern governance, management, and organizational design. Council Democracy Towards a Democratic Socialist
Politics Routledge The return to public assemblies and direct democratic methods in the wave of the global "squares
movements" since 2011 has rejuvenated interest in forms of council organisation and action. The European council
movements, which developed in the immediate post-First World War era, were the most impressive of a number of
attempts to develop workers’ councils throughout the twentieth century. However, in spite of the recent challenges to
liberal democracy, the question of council democracy has so far been neglected within democratic theory. This book
seeks to interrogate contemporary democratic institutions from the perspective of the resources that can be drawn
from a revival and re-evaluation of the forgotten ideal of council democracy. This collection brings together democratic
theorists, socialists and labour historians on the question of the relevance of council democracy for contemporary
democratic practices. Historical reﬂection on the councils opens our political imagination to an expanded scope of the
possibilities for political transformation by drawing from debates and events at an important historical juncture before
the dominance of current forms of liberal democracy. It oﬀers a critical perspective on the limits of current democratic
regimes for enabling widespread political participation and holding elites accountable. This timely read provides
students and scholars with innovative analyses of the councils on the 100th anniversary of their development. It oﬀers
new analytic frameworks for conceptualising the relationship between politics and the economy and contributes to
emerging debates within political theory on workplace, economic and council democracy. Governing the Postcommunist City Institutions and Democratic Development in Prague University of Toronto Press When faced with the
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rapid and disorienting transition from communism to democracy, many eastern European leaders sought simple,
immediately rewarding answers to complex policy problems. Undoubtedly, this hurried approach had a signiﬁcant
impact on the quality of democratic government in formerly communist countries. Through an analysis of urban politics
in Prague between 1990 and 2000, Governing the Post-Communist City sheds new light on the factors that shaped
policy in eastern Europe at the time of its democratic transformation. The ﬁrst book-length study of post-communist
urban politics in a city outside of Russia, Governing the Post-Communist City links the diﬃculties of democratic
government in 1990s Prague to decisions made shortly after the fall of communism. Focusing on the issues of road
infrastructure and downtown development, Martin Horak argues that local leadership was more concerned with
insulating policy-making processes from public inﬂuence than with creating new policies suited to post-communist
urban development. This set a precedent for the whole institutional environment of post-communist Prague and
entrenched itself in the city?s politics throughout the 1990s. Original, engaging, and authoritative, this study has much
to say about the political climate in Prague after the downfall of communism, and makes insightful conclusions about
the factors that contributed to present political circumstances in the region. Institutions of American Democracy: The
Judicial Branch OUP USA Presents a collection of essays examining the American judiciary, including such topics as
judicial review and interpretation, judicial activism, the judiciary and the political process, and selecting Supreme
Court justices. The Far Right Today John Wiley & Sons The far right is back with a vengeance. After several decades at
the political margins, far-right politics has again taken center stage. Three of the world’s largest democracies – Brazil,
India, and the United States – now have a radical right leader, while far-right parties continue to increase their proﬁle
and support within Europe. In this timely book, leading global expert on political extremism Cas Mudde provides a
concise overview of the fourth wave of postwar far-right politics, exploring its history, ideology, organization, causes,
and consequences, as well as the responses available to civil society, party, and state actors to challenge its ideas and
inﬂuence. What deﬁnes this current far-right renaissance, Mudde argues, is its mainstreaming and normalization
within the contemporary political landscape. Challenging orthodox thinking on the relationship between conventional
and far-right politics, Mudde oﬀers a complex and insightful picture of one of the key political challenges of our time.
Anti-System Politics The Crisis of Market Liberalism in Rich Democracies Oxford University Press Recent elections in
the advanced western democracies have undermined the basic foundations of political systems that had previously
beaten back all challenges -- from both the left and the right. The election of Donald Trump to the U.S. presidency, only
months after the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union, signaled a dramatic shift in the politics of the
rich democracies. In Anti-System Politics, Jonathan Hopkin traces the evolution of this shift and argues that it is a long-
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term result of abandoning the post-war model of egalitarian capitalism in the 1970s. That shift entailed weakening the
democratic process in favor of an opaque, technocratic form of governance that allows voters little opportunity to
inﬂuence policy. With the ﬁnancial crisis of the late 2000s these arrangements became unsustainable, as incumbent
politicians were unable to provide solutions to economic hardship. Electorates demanded change, and it had to come
from outside the system. Using a comparative approach, Hopkin explains why diﬀerent kinds of anti-system politics
emerge in diﬀerent countries and how political and economic factors impact the degree of electoral instability that
emerges. Finally, he discusses the implications of these changes, arguing that the only way for mainstream political
forces to survive is for them to embrace a more activist role for government in protecting societies from economic
turbulence. A historically-grounded analysis of arguably the most important global political phenomenon at present,
Anti-System Politics illuminates how and why the world seems upside down. The United States Magazine and
Democratic Review The Eagle and the Dragon Globalization and European Dreams of Conquest in China and America in
the Sixteenth Century John Wiley & Sons In this important new book the renowned historian Serge Gruzinski returns to
two episodes in the sixteenth century which mark a decisive stage in global history and show how China and Mexico
experienced the expansion of Europe. In the early 1520s, Magellan set sail for Asia by the Western route, Cortes seized
Mexico and some Portuguese based in Malacca dreamed of colonizing China. The Aztec Eagle was destroyed but the
Chinese Dragon held strong and repelled the invaders - after ﬁrst seizing their cannon. For the ﬁrst time, people from
three continents encountered one other, confronted one other and their lives became entangled. These events were of
great interest to contemporaries and many people at the time grasped the magnitude of what was going on around
them. The Iberians succeeded in America and failed in China. The New World became inseparable from the Europeans
who were to conquer it, while the Celestial Empire became, for a long time to come, an unattainable goal. Gruzinski
explores this encounter between civilizations that were diﬀerent from one another but that already fascinated
contemporaries, and he shows that our world today bears the mark of this distant age. For it was in the sixteenth
century that human history began to be played out on a global stage. It was then that connections between diﬀerent
parts of the world began to accelerate, not only between Europe and the Americas but also between Europe and China.
This is what is revealed by a global history of the sixteenth century, conceived as another way of reading the
Renaissance, less Eurocentric and more in tune with our age. Violent Democracy Cambridge University Press This
fascinating and provocative 2005 book will change the way you think about democracy. Challenging conventional
wisdom, Daniel Ross shows how from its origins and into its globalized future, violence is an integral part of the
democratic system. He draws on the examples of global terrorism and security, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
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relation of colonial powers to indigenous populations, and the treatment of asylum seekers. His analysis of these
controversial issues moves beyond the comfortable stances of both left and right to show that democracy is violent,
from its beginning and at its heart.

15

15

